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Your Excellency, President of the Republic, Dr. José Ramos-Horta 

Your Royal Highness, Princess Sonam Dechan Wangchuck 

Distinguished Nobel Laureates, scientists, researchers and international guests 

Members of Government 

Representatives of our universities and institutions, 

Students and young people 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to Timor-Leste. 

 

We are honoured that so many distinguished scientists, researchers and leaders have travelled to 

our young country for this important Summit.  

 

For 24 years, the struggle of the Timorese people was for sovereignty. We fought because we 

believed that we had the right to determine our own future and that no other country should decide 

that future for us. 

 

After the Restoration of our Independence, we learnt that our struggle continued. 

 

We had to overcome the legacy of decades of conflict, establish democratic institutions, build a 

functioning State and begin constructing the national infrastructure that our country needed. 

 

We built a peaceful and tolerant society and a democratic State, with respect for human dignity 

and the rule of law. 

 

Today our challenge is development. 

 

Our people did not struggle for independence just so that we could have our own flag, a national 

anthem and a seat at the United Nations.  

Independence must also allow us to improve the lives of our people.   

 

We need better healthcare and education, greater food security and more productive agriculture.  

And we need an economy that can provide jobs and opportunities for our young people.  

 

We are pursuing this development at a moment when the world is undergoing profound 

technological change. 
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There have been periods in history when new technologies have transformed how people live and 

work and reshaped the global economy.  We are entering another such period now. 

 

Artificial intelligence, biotechnology, advanced computing, medicine and other fields of science 

are advancing rapidly. 

 

Countries that understand these changes and learn how to use them will have new opportunities. 

Those that fail to do so risk falling further behind. 

 

Timor-Leste cannot afford to be left behind. 

 

This is why science is so important to our development. 

 

Science and technology have improved people’s lives and helped countries develop and prosper.  

 

Vaccines, antibiotics and other medical advances have allowed people to live longer and healthier 

lives. Advances in agriculture have helped societies produce more food.   

 

Electricity, modern communications and computing have transformed economies and opened 

access to knowledge that previous generations could not have imagined. 

 

Science changes what people are capable of doing.  

 

And, for Timor-Leste, this is especially important because one of our greatest barriers to 

development is our shortage of people with specialised skills and expertise. 

 

We are a small country. It will take time to educate and train all the doctors, engineers, scientists, 

teachers, tradespeople and other specialists that our development requires. 

 

There is no substitute for investing in our people. 

 

New technologies may help us make better use of the skills we already have and give more people 

access to knowledge. 

 

Artificial intelligence is an important example. 

 

It could give a health worker access to medical knowledge and advice that might otherwise require 

a specialist. 
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It could help strengthen our mother-tongue languages by giving people access to more of the 

world’s knowledge in the languages they speak. 

 

And it could help a farmer combine years of practical experience with scientific information about 

crops, weather and disease. 

 

A young Timorese entrepreneur may have a good idea but not have the money to employ an 

accountant, programmer, translator, researcher or marketing adviser.  

 

Increasingly, AI may provide some of these capabilities at very little cost. 

 

We should be excited by these possibilities, but we also need to understand the risks. 

 

The same technology that makes knowledge cheaper can also make deception cheaper.  

 

AI can make scams, fraud and political misinformation far more convincing by creating realistic 

voices, images and videos of things that never happened. The danger is not only that people will 

believe what is false. If anything can be fabricated, people may also begin to doubt what is true. 

 

We need to understand what this could mean for our democracy and for the trust people place in 

public institutions. 

 

There is also a risk to our sovereignty. 

 

In this new technological age, we need to ask what happens when companies become richer than 

countries, and when those companies control technologies on which governments, businesses and 

our communities rely. 

 

AI can spread knowledge widely while concentrating control of the technology in very few hands. 

 

We already see this as AI companies package up the wealth of human knowledge and charge it 

back to us for the price of a monthly subscription. 

 

That knowledge was built over centuries by people across the world and is now being taken and 

commercialised by a small number of companies. 

 

Countries like ours need to understand what this means because technological change is not going 

to wait for us. 
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We have already seen how quickly the Timorese people adopted mobile phones, Facebook and 

WhatsApp.  

 

Artificial intelligence will also become part of everyday life, but it is only one part of a much wider 

scientific and technological transformation. 

 

The larger challenge is whether Timor-Leste has the knowledge and skills to understand these 

changes and use them for our own development. 

 

We therefore need to strengthen scientific and technical education and build the capability of our 

universities. Government must also understand the technologies it chooses to adopt, so that we can 

make the most of their benefits while protecting our people and our country from new risks. 

 

As we embrace scientific progress, we should remember that technology is a tool to improve 

human life, not to diminish the things that make us human. We must still leave space for the poetry 

of life. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The Timorese people fought for the right to determine our own future. We then had to build peace, 

establish our State and build the physical foundations of our country.  

 

Our development now depends on building our knowledge, skills and scientific capability. 

 

To our international guests, I ask you to share your knowledge with us, challenge us and help us 

think differently. I also encourage you to learn about Timor-Leste, speak with our students and 

researchers and understand the challenges and ambitions of our country. 

 

We cannot afford to stand outside this new scientific age, but we should not enter it blindly. 

 

That is the next stage of our struggle to determine our own future. 

 

It is now my great pleasure to declare the Science for Development Summit 2026, officially open.  

 

Thank you very much. 

Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão 


